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No. III. Petition of the Barons at the Parliament of Oxford.
This important schedule of grievances is an exemplification of
the way in which the provisions of the Great Charter were kept,
and also of the progress of the views of men on internal reform
since the date of the Charter. Few of the details are in them-
selves of material importance in relation to the constitution,
but they supply a commentary on the Charter in its legal
articles which is of interest to the student of social life and
manners. The constitutional views of the period may be
regarded as embodied in the elective council, rather than in
its distinct acts. In point of fact, although the name of the
Provisions of Oxford belonged properly to the first articles
there promulgated, and indirectly also to those issued at West-
minster in October 1259, the leading idea, probably, under-
stood by the name was the maintenance of the new form of
government. Henry might have submitted to any of the
details, but not to be permanently superseded by the elective
council.

i. Petunt comites et barones de successionibus, quod films
natus et primogenitus vel filia post patrem libere ingrediatur
possessionem patris, ita quod capitalis dominus debet habere
simplicem seisinam per unum ex ballivis suis, ita quod nihil
capiatur -per praedictum ballivum de exitibus terrae vel reddi-
tibus ; quando vero haeres fuerit plenae aetatis et prosecutus
jus suum fuerit, ad faciendum domino suo quod facere debet:
et ita fiat de fratre vel sorore et de avunculo seisito, si obierit
sine haerede, ad nepotem suum nlium primogeniti; et si frater
non habeatur, ad liberos fratris vel sororis, et sic deinceps,
per rationabile relevium et homagium et relevia domino feodi
f acienda ; ita quod dominus feodi medio tempore nullurn faciat
vastum vel exilium, venditionem vel alienationem, de domibus
vel boscis, vivariis, parcis sive hominibus villenagium tenen-
tibus. Quod si hoc fecerit et inde convictus fuerit, secundum
quantitatem delicti puniatur. Et omnia damna quae prae-
dictus haeres ea occasione habuerit, sine dilatione restituet.
Et cum haeres fecerit domino regi rationabile relevium cum
fuerit plenae aetatis, domina regina inde petit aurum se-